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For this first edition of the eurASP conference, Jan van Weeren, Gyula Simonyi and Lucia Tamburino 

each spoke about the challenge of the size of the world's population, which reached 8 billion people on 

November 15, for the sustainability of our planet. 

Jan raises the question of the maximum population size compatible with a decent standard of living for 

each individual and with the ecological limits of each country. He shows that a large number of 

countries exceed this maximum size. He therefore calls for an international agreement to require that 

each country be held accountable for the ecological footprint of its population and be encouraged or 

even forced to take the necessary measures to bring the population size back below this maximum. 

Gyula raised the problem of the very many unintended pregnancies that occur in poor countries and 

even in rich countries. Every day more than 100.000 unwanted births not only have sad material and 

psychological consequences for parents and new-borns but also contribute to the ecological 

overburden of the Earth. Fortunately, billions are dreaming of smaller families or even want to remain 

childfree. In order to reach the goal of a sustainable population, those hundreds of millions with unmet 

need of contraception must get the right, knowledge and means to avoid unintended pregnancies, to 

gain control over their fertility. Contraception is one of the most effective climate protection 

possibilities. The BOCS Civilization Planning Foundation, the Hungarian founding member 

organisation of eurASP, has developed a Quality Family Planning Standard (QFPS) that quantifies the 

carbon emission avoided by organisations that work to prevent accidental births. The resulting Quality 

Family Planning Credit (QFPC) can be registered and used for carbon offsetting. 

The BOCS made the eurASP conference carbon neutral and offered that such organisations can apply 

to BOCS for climate neutralisation. To calculate their own carbon footprint, they can use the free 

carbon footprint calculator of the BOCS. 

Lucia wished to respond to those who consider that population growth is not a problem for climate 

change since this growth takes place in poor countries whose CO2 emissions represent a negligible 

share of the world total. Lucia proposes a quantitative exercise over the period 1992-2018 in which 

she decomposes the share of CO2 emissions of four groups of countries classified according to their 

level of GDP per capita: the group of low-income countries, the group of lower-middle income 

countries, the group of upper-middle income countries and the group of high-income countries. Her 

results show that over the period considered, the contribution to the increase in CO2 emissions of the 

population growth of all countries is more than 60% and that the contribution of the three groups other 

than those with high incomes is anything but negligible. 

 


